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DEVOTION: HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH

Welcome to this companion devotion for our blog post on defining how much is
enough. These Bible passages and thought-provoking questions are designed to
help you engage with the Scriptures, as well as observe, understand, and apply
God’s Word to your life. | pray this devotion will inspire and motivate you to
consider the benefits of applying the truth of each passage and growing in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior.

LEAN IN

e How much money do you need to make to be happy? Is it a certain dollar
amount or is it when you are not limited in your spending?

This is not an easy question to answer - particularly today where the world keeps
pushing you to acquire more and more and more. Turn on your TV, scroll through
your phone or step out onto the street and it’s all about more. Empty promises
of a better life, true happiness and dreams realized. Yet it never seems to satisfy.

LOOK DOWN

e The Bible speaks directly to this insatiable drive for more. What do the
following verses teach us about pursuing riches?

Ecclesiastes 5:10-13

Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that
wealth brings true happiness! The more you have, the more people come to help
you spend it. So what good is wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through
your fingers! People who work hard sleep well, whether they eat little or much.
But the rich seldom get a good night’s sleep. There is another serious problem |
have seen under the sun. Hoarding riches harms the saver.

Ecclesiastes 4:4



Then | observed that most people are motivated to success by their envy of their
neighbors. But this, too, is meaningless, like chasing the wind.

1 Timothy 6:7-10

After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we
can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough food and
clothing, let us be content. But people who long to be rich fall into temptation
and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.

Nothing in this world ever promotes thinking that there is enough. However, |
believe it’s important to live a life recognizing there is a point where you have
enough and stop chasing everything in front of you.

LOOK OUT

e Can you think of a person who has acquired this balance in their lives, where
they are not pressured by the lure for more? What are some of the noticeable
differences they live by?

In my blog - How much is enough? - | explore the concept of having a dollar
number in mind that you work towards. If you haven’t had a chance to read or
listen to it, please find it here.

Thankfully, | was able to answer this question relatively early in my life and made
the decision that once my number was attained, | wanted to spend more time
with my family, serving the Church and others. | went from putting in 60 hours a
week at my job to 40 hours a week. With the additional time | now had, | increased
my time volunteering and serving at my church which brought me tremendous
joy. The more | volunteered, the more joy it brought me, the more | felt God using
me. | certainly would have made a lot more money if | continued putting in the
same hours at the office, however there isn’t a minute that | would have traded
investing that time instead with my family and serving.

Indeed, the number you initially come up with, may change over time or even
take a while to achieve. However, once you attain it, then you have true freedom
to make a meaningful change in how you spend your time.

LOOK IN



e If money wasn’t an issue in your life, what would you spend your time doing?
e Does the idea of having more time on your hands inspire or frighten you? Why?

Psalms 62:19

And, if your wealth increases, don’t make it the center of your life.

Proverbs 1:19

Such is the fate of all who are greedy for money, it robs them of life.

Proverbs 23:4-5

Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit.
In the blink of an eye wealth disappears, for it will sprout wings and fly away
like an eagle.

LIVE IT OUT

e What adjustments can you make in your schedule that will allow you to begin
to give more of your time and talents towards serving your family, a ministry
or your community?

| have come to believe that finding true meaning in life is not as elusive as one
thinks. Rather, there are clear distinguishable principles that if applied could
increase one’s ability to achieve peace, joy and true fulfilment.

May God lead and guide you as you look to use your gifts and skills to build His
Kingdom here on earth.



